RUE-LEAVED SAXIFRAGE, SaxifraSa tridactylites L.

310. Rue-Leaved Saxifrage, Saxifraga tridact/l/tes L. (X i);
erect annual, covered all over with short gland-tipped hairs;
leaves alternate or very rarely opposite here and there, broadly
stalked, spoon-shaped in
outline, deeply 3-5-lobed,
lobes obovate to oblance-
olate, rather blunt, entire;
upper leaves becoming
entire and gradually
diminishing into bracts;
pedicel opposite the leaf
or terminal, very slender,
glandular; calyx-tube
(A, X 3) united high up
with the ovary, lobes 5,
erect, ovate; petals (B, X
4) 5, white, small, obo-
vate, 3-nerved; stamens
(C, X 5) 10; anthers
rounded; ovary inferior,
2-locular; styles 2; ovules
numerous on the axis;
fruit (D, X 3) a capsule,
with 2 short spreading
beaks; seeds (E, X 15)
minute, brown, obovoid, slightly tubercled (family Saxifragaceae).

Distinguished among the British species in being an annual,
growing on walls and rocks, and flowering during spring and early
summer. It is widely distributed from the Arctic Circle to Nof th
Africa.

The flowers close in dull weather, but in the sunshine during the
midday hours the nectary surrounding the style in the form of a
yellow fleshy ring produces glistening drops. Besides the nor-
mally bisexual flowers there are often some of indeterminate
sex, half male or half female. When the flowers open the stigmas
are already mature, and the anthers then open one after another,
first those of the outer whorl, then of the inner. Self-pollinatioa
is effective.
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